
Please join the AP ES Summer HW Google Classroom Page. The code to 
join is: xebhatp. Here you will find a screencast for directions.  

 
 
 

AP/ECE Environmental Science 
Summer HW 

 
“Treat the Earth well; it was not given to you by your parents, 
it was loaned to you by your children. We do not inherit the 
Earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.” 

-Native American Proverb 
 
 This set of assignments were developed to broaden and support your school year experience by getting you 
to observe the natural world around you as well as expose you to some of the topics to be covered and/or 
needed to be reviewed.  The work will be reviewed by your instructor and is due the first full day of classes. 
The subsequent grade will be part of your first quarter average.  
  
  
1) Environmental experiences: Pick TWO and record your observations.  You may choose to draw 
images, or take pictures to enhance or recall the experience, but you must handwrite your 
observations  ( You can do more than two, but this will NOT result in extra credit) 
 

● Go to the beach, walk the sand and beachcomb.  Collect shells, algae, and sea-glass. Note how 
much garbage is on the beach and identify its source.  Pick some up garbage and throw it 
away/recycle properly. Swim in the salt water. Be brave- take a bit of the water and taste it! 
Record your findings . 

● Go for a walk in the woods and listen to birds.  Try to pick out three or more bird songs.  See if 
you can identify three or more different species each of trees, other plants, and wildflowers. 
Find a damp area in the woods, preferably near or in a stream and gently turn over a rock. 
Record your findings. 

● Go to a city, the bigger the better. (Hartford is fine)  Find the city library, the bus station. 
Observe the way people get around the city.  Go to a museum, a park, the waterfront (if 
available and safe). Record your findings.  

● Go to a mall, walk through the most popular stores and note human behavior.  Go to the food 
court, walk a large part of the parking lot.  Note the shrubbery and tree choices of the parking lot 
and surrounding landscape. Record your findings.  

● Try bicycling, running or walking to a destination of your choice using all proper safety 
equipment as needed. Notice traffic, how automobile drivers treat cyclists/walkers/runners. 
Record your observations.  

 
2) Visit one State Park:(see list at this link-) 
https://www.stateparks.com/connecticut_parks_and_recreation_destinations.html 

● Make note of the park layout.  
●  What are the major features of the park?  
●  Is there water?  
●  What activities are allowed at the park? 
●  Disallowed?  

https://www.stateparks.com/connecticut_parks_and_recreation_destinations.html


● How do people behave in the park compared to other places such as a mall, at school/work, etc? 
Record your observations 

 
 
3) How to live on a climate change world:  
Anthropocene : TED Radio Hour 
Go to NPR/Ted radio hour or listen as a podcast of this title 

● Write down the following 
○ Definition of anthropocene 
○ Quote that sticks with you 
○ Statistics that are important 

 
4) Read articles:  

● Find TWO recent (6 months old or less) news articles about environmental issues here in our state 
● Write a summary of the article that includes: 

○ The title of the article 
○ The source (author if provided) 
○ The topic of the article 
○ Some quotes, statistics or other facts provided in the article about the topic 
○ Your opinion about the subject 

■ How did you feel reading this? 
■ What is your reaction to the issue? 

○ Is there any bias in the article? 
■ If so, in which direction? 

 
5) Ecological Footprint: Open the link to the footprint calculator.  You will need to make a copy for yourself. 
Complete the information to the best of your ability.  After the sheet is complete, address the following: 

● Identify at least one way you can reduce your ecological footprint in each of the following areas.  Try to 
think of things other than just “use less.” 

○ Water 
○ Transportation 
○ Energy 
○ Food 
○ Shelter 
○ Clothes 
○ Stuff 

Submit both the spreadsheet and your responses on Google classroom 
 

 
6)  Take the sample test at the link provided HERE.  This test will give you an idea of the types of questions 
on the final exam.  Your scores will be released by the instructor after the first day of school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.npr.org/programs/ted-radio-hour/494774287/anthropocene?showDate=2018-06-22
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-Bbf0Sg9ysXRnPBe-frGHPstD9OzIeH0AB446or7ciE/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/r43vQ4rwhGxA5RRdA


  



 


